Jhe Squite Rides Houth with Jhomas Jefferson
September, 1774

® % %

2 was quite an entoutage in from of cflonticello; (Jhomas was there, dressed in
a leather set of xiding clothes, cJhe §quite, James, ¢. .3 main attendant, and
then the two horses, Steed and €Cullilan. (Jhe carriage had been with Jhomas
for many years and had been prepped for this teip to Williamsburg.
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Squite, U misspoke saying it takes four days to get to Williamsbury; actually it
is about 120 miles, a five day trip. JDoes that interfere with your plans?

ANot at all Jhomas; U am a freeman and not on much of a schedule. U may
partake of the higher education available at William and ¢flary but if so, not
until the §pring of 1775 o later. Where ate we off to today?

We aze going to go down a welltraveled but mostly unknown back road towards

a growing village known as §imon. We will stop at my vineyards there for a sip

and a bunch and then and make out way west of fake cflonticello. Jhete we

swing east, stopping at 6/1ep/1etds Store, fo’c the n.z;g/lt. go/mn. and Cristina axe

two W & ¢fl friends who tun a mill there and have a couple of extra tooms.
otet's wide!
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ftex a bumpy xide down “Jhe fittle gflountain” (or glom’s gflountain), the

flountain Gulch trail became much smoother which allowed for conversation.
dhomas will you talk more about your thinking on eligion?

Squire, fater, we will have much discourse on that topic, but not now. gt this
time in our joutney we may meet cftighwaymen. James, U will be very vigilant!

Gh my; Q /zope we axen 't in too much dan.get?



Oux lives are in no danger: at worse, they would take out possessions. gftowever,
James and 2 will have something to say about that!

We then zode in silence then, contem/)lating much.

uddenly, Qames spirited on the two horse team until they weze almost
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galloping and exclaimed to (Jhomas: “§ire, three horsemen ate coming up
guickg. Q fear the worst but am zeadg as we ,olan.n.ecl. ”

c?ameb, we ae 'cead# fo’c this. ‘Zf Q zecon co’c’cect{g, we axe about a mile fcom a

stream ctossing—can you make that? ‘o‘[oa know what to do.

James urged the horses forward and gfhomas prepared two pistols he took out
of a satchel he was carrying. Hquire, please loosen the two swords that aze
under the baseboard xailing. (ffand me one and take the other to ward off
anyone ttying to board our carriage on yout side. Gur ,olan. should prevent that!

Q looked out the cartiage 'u;g/:t side, and indeed three xiders were clobin.g, now
about 7100/200 #a'cda behind. 9 got 'cead# to ward off boarders.

gameb #elled: ‘Cftere we a'ce—/zan.g on tig/zt. ”

With that, James began to xein in his team of horses and then veered left off
of the path and down a shoxt bank, xight into the stream! cfhe horses zesponded,
especially when their hoofs hit the water. gfhey moved forward slowly but firmly
until James pulled back on theix xeins and yelled: “Whoa!™

dwo hotses, the carriage and the two t'cailin.g 'cidin.g howses ended up in mid-
stream, in water about /mlf a ﬁzt/zom dee,o and ten ﬁzt/zom.b wide. gameb made
Sure t/:e# were some distance fcom the 6’u‘dge that t/ze# would have crossed.

zeat job James. cNow we will see if these highway men axe willing to get theix
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feet wet and worse! cJhey will pay a heayy price for what U carry!



Jhe three masked highwaymen, went onto the bridge, conferred and then
covered both banks of the stteam. gJhe feader, temaining on the bridge yelled:
“Qlour worldly possessions axe all we seek; hand them over and you may go.”

Jefferson and Qames whispered to each other and then Jefferson xeplied:
‘dftighway gentlemen, come and get them. We have them for you.”

Jhe three then talked animatedly. gfhey finally came to a decision, that the
leader was about to share, when all looked back up the trail . . .

do Be Continued
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dfamous Quotes of (Jhomas Jefferson

‘Zf we aze to guatd against ignozance and Temain fcee, it is
the zesponsibility of every fmetican to be informed.

Qn matters of Agle, swim with the current;

in matters of ,o'cin.ci,ole, stand like a rock.
E I

A Life Unsight from a Fquire
dhomas’s nature was to focus on the innet workings of his mind, examining a
subject in detail before A,oeakin.g—t/zen. only A/za'cin.g his awareness when it was
sought. dfte liked his fellow compatriots, considered himself a humanist, but was
not overly social. ftis marriage to gflartha Wayles §kelton was very important
to him; he enjoyed the entirety of that xelationship. gffe was devastated when
JfMaxtha at age t/zitlg-ﬁm'c, although well within hex life expectancy time, died
suddenly. Whether he was emotionally involved with ally ftemmings has been
examined by many with almost an equal vote é(ea "ox 'n.a# "on that pobbibilitg. Q
ask; does it matter? gfhomas was a widower, a devoted family man and
plantation owner, before and after his wife’s death. cfte did free some of his
slaves when that became the xight and present thing to do; many including
James, xefused to accept that way of life and stayed with Jhomas Jefferson.
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